
C A B I N E T R Y  &  D E S I G N  

“Efficiency and beauty characterize cabinet trends heading into next year” says the National Kitchen & Bath Association 

about 2019 cabinetry trends.  And we couldn’t agree more! 
 

We all know the kitchen has evolved to so much more than a cooking space.  The kitchen is host to a plethora of activities:  entertaining, 
eating, paying bills, homework and so much more.  As appetites have grown for more open floor plans, so has the need for design options to 
incorporate the adjacent rooms in the overall design scheme. 
 

The NKBA, working with a director of design in the cabinetry field, has composed a list of top design and cabinetry trends for 2019.   
 

River Oak Cabinetry has seen these trends developing in our projects, and are positioned well to help you with any trends you find appealing.   

Defined wood grain texture allows for depth, and usually are defined by  
desert and winter forest tones. This trend can be enhanced with cerusing and 
wire brushing. It offers various texture without the need for a lot of color. 
 

Nature Enthusiast: This trend celebrates imperfections. It calls for an organic 
palette that complements colors such as opaque tones including white, off-
whites and khakis. Defining characteristics are pale woods with dry finishes, 
and the raw look is trending up. 
 

Light and Dark Finishes: White is still a primary choice for finishes, but it is 
becoming “dirtier” and khaki-toned. Dark tones are added to create a balance 
with the whites included in kitchen design, and it creates a strong silhouette. 
This trend is achieved by utilizing walnut or deep finishes on cherry and oak. 
 

Chameleon Colors: This trend involves wood stains that appears to change 
based on wood species, lighting in the room, and what’s placed next to an 
item with the stain. Chameleon colors offer a balance between warm and cool 
tones. 
 

Re-Emergence of Antiquity: This trend offers weathered finishes and tex-
tures to achieve warmth. It brings in natural elements to create simplicity, and 
it replicates the “savagery of time” and “worn beauty.” 
 

Style Personalization with Color: Neutrals still serve as the baseline for kitch-
en design, but personalized color is making a comeback. People are looking to 
express themselves in their spaces by way of color choice. 
 

Laminates: There is an increase in the use of laminates in kitchens, and be-
cause of increased technology, a lot of them offer more realism and texture in 
their appearances. For example, some laminates boast an authentic wood 
look.  
 

Innovative Storage Solutions: Homeowners want wide drawers, base trash, 
pull-outs/roll trays, pantries, cutlery space, and corners. They also want better 
drawer organization, enhanced access for hard-to-reach areas, and increased 
functionality. 
 

Modern Cottage: The average home is around 2,000 square feet, but small 
home renovations and construction still occur frequently. Clients are looking 
to retain antique charm while mixing in clean lines and simple styling for their 
smaller home projects. Modern cottage pairs whites, off-whites, and light-
toned paints with colors and slight embellishments. 
 

A Balance of Simplicity: Minimalist style appears to cater more to a busier 
lifestyle. This style is sometimes described as modern or contemporary. 
 

“X” Motif: Doors, glass, and tile are utilizing the X motif due to its flexibility 
as an accent. It serves the refined farmhouse style or as a natural graphic ele-
ment. It is reflected simply as an “X” in the middle of the design. 
 

Tailored Shiplap: For clients who seek clean-looking cabinetry, tailored 
shiplap caters to that design sensibility. It carries the eye through the space 
with its texture. Tailored shiplap offers clean lines, and it can also be mimicked 
with planking. 
 

Dimensional Finish: This is achieved by using finishes with multi-tonal char-
acteristics — for example, the luster of metals combine with organic elements 
in the kitchen. Dimensional finishes offer clean lines, movement and texture. 
 

Refined Mixed Material: The mix of an opaque and a stain trending up.  An 
example is painted perimeter cabinets with a contrasting stained island. 
 

Defined Wood Grains: Defined or rustic woods are made from woods such as 
walnut, oak, cherry, ash and elm. Their standout feature is heavy graining.  
 



WHAT’S NEW:  MICROWAVE HOVER COVER 

DECIDEDLY DELICIOUS:  CREAMY GARLIC BUTTER TUSCAN SHRIMP   

January is  long.  January is usually cold.  The holidays are over and all we have is a couple of months of  winter to look 
forward to. For that reason alone, you need to make this dish! It’s comforting and delicious and how you choose to  
serve it can certainly fit into any eating resolutions one may have made for the new year.  Serve over your favorite  
pasta, rice  or maybe zucchini noodles or other vegetables.  Enjoy! 

2 tablespoons salted butter 
6 cloves garlic, finely diced 
1 pound (500 g) shrimp (or prawns), tails on or off 
1 small yellow onion, diced 
1/2 cup white wine (OPTIONAL) 
5 oz (150 g) jarred sun dried tomato strips in oil, drained  
        (reserve 1 teaspoon of the jarred oil for cooking) 

1 3/4 cups half & half  
Salt and pepper, to taste 
3 cups baby spinach leaves, washed 
2/3 cup fresh grated Parmesan cheese 
1 teaspoon cornstarch mixed with 1 tablespoons of water (optional) 
2 teaspoons dried Italian herbs 
1 tablespoon fresh parsley, chopped 

Heat a large skillet over medium-high heat. Melt the butter and add in the garlic and fry until fragrant (about one minute). Add in the 
shrimp and fry two minutes on each side, until just cooked through and pink. Transfer to a bowl; set aside. 
 

Fry the onion in the butter remaining in the skillet. Pour in the white wine (if using), and allow to reduce to half, while scraping any bits off 
of the bottom of the pan. Add the sun dried tomatoes and fry for 1-2 minutes to release their flavours. 
 

Reduce heat to low-medium heat, add the half and half and bring to a gentle simmer, while stirring occasionally. Season with salt and pep-
per to your taste. 
 

Add in the spinach leaves and allow to wilt in the sauce, and add in the parmesan cheese. Allow sauce to simmer 
for a further minute until cheese melts through the sauce. (For a thicker sauce, add the water/cornstarch mix to 
the center of the pan, and continue to simmer while quickly stirring the mixture through until the sauce thickens.) 
 

Add the shrimp back into the pan; sprinkle with the herbs and parsley, and stir through. 
Serve over pasta, rice or steamed vegetables. 
 

If serving with pasta: add in pasta cooked al dente along with 1/4 cup of reserved pasta water into the pan of 
shrimp once they are cooked. Gently mix through the sauce until combined. Serve immediately *. 
 

*Reliable sources have said this reheats very well.  Win—win! 

Source: cafedelites.com 

I 
t’s always the little things that bring us joy, right?   
Uncomplicated solutions to nagging daily irritants  
seem to have the most value in everyday life.  Not too 

many of us NEVER utilize the microwave...and every single 
one of us that does use one, has personally exploded some-
thing messy that lands all over the microwave.  This inexpen-
sive little gadget is a keeper.  The Hover Cover has been 
brought to the masses by entrepreneur Lori Greiner, of Shark 
Tank and QVC fame.   
 

The design is perfect as it has magnets that hold it to the 
‘ceiling’ of your microwave cooking chamber.  There’s no for-
getting it because it stores where it is used.   
 

So even if you’re feeling a little ‘spent’ by the holidays, this is 
one economic gadget.  Amazon, at the time of printing, was 
selling a 2-pack for $14.99, and free shipping with Prime.  Sin-
gle pieces are selling for about $10.  Prices are similar on QVC 
where Lori markets her wares as well as other online stores.  
 
 



EASY LIVING IN NAPERVILLE 

BEFORE 

This beautiful ranch style home in Naperville was updated 
from a much darker space to one that lets in the light. 
 

Swiss Crème, painted, Amish custom cabinetry was chosen 
for its clean lines, craftsmanship and overall effect on the 
space.  A group of ceiling mounted cabinets were removed 
over the peninsula to create a more open floor plan with 
the dinette and adjacent family room. 
 

By removing the perimeter soffits, the new cabinets were 
designed to reach the ceiling. The new design more than 
made up for any storage loss with the cabinets that were 
removed.  Simple, yet stylish, two piece crown molding 
keeps with the clean lines of the design, yet tops the  
cabinets with charming flair. 

All counters are Caesarstone, Wild Rice. Ceramic accent tile  
contrasts nicely with the counters in a lighter shade of taupe.  The 
deep, divided, Blanco SILGRANIT®, under mounted sink was installed to 
last a lifetime and blend with the style of the new kitchen. 
 

The range area has the necessary storage for access to all things  
cooking related.  A not-so-lazy susan occupies the corner and the range 
is flanked by drawers to house utensils, small appliances and cookware.   
 

Additional storage was afforded over the refrigerator, by creating a 
built in surround extending the full depth of the fridge. Across from the 
peninsula and next to a serving bar is always a great location for the   
refrigerator, as it makes it a snap to load and to remove any items. 
 

New wood flooring was installed to help with the open floorplan ideal, 
and plenty of lighting was added to create the space our client desired.   
 
 

 

Do you see the extra  
storage for the dinette 
area?  No blind corners 
here! It’s a terrific little 
storage space for all 
kinds of necessities. 

This is Max.  He approves of the 
new kitchen! 



 

 
 

A peek inside this issue…. 
 
 

 Easy Living in Naperville 
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pictorial. 

 

 Decidedly Delicious: 
CREAMY GARLIC BUTTER 
TUSCAN SHRIMP   

  
 

A kitchen or bath remodeling project isn’t just a job. It’s an emotional journey—one 
that should begin with partners you trust.  
 

With a work ethic based on respect and design expertise rooted in creativity, River 
Oak Cabinetry & Design offers the perfect balance of practicality and originality. 
 

It’s this real world understanding of how design relates to execution that  
inspires the entire River Oak Cabinetry & Design family. 
 

With 100% client satisfaction and an A-rating at Angie’s List, you can be  
confident that River Oak Cabinetry will treat you with the care and respect that you 
deserve. 
 

 

Call us today for your free  
design consultation. 

 


