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C A B I N E T R Y  &  D E S I G N  

acuity for math and an eye for design found a perfect home in 
developing his skills as a detailed kitchen designer.  
  
Leo, Patty and Kevin have been here since day one.  Laurie Knoll 
entered the picture two years later after she and her husband 
were customers of River Oak Cabinetry.  Laurie had been busy 
with the duties that come with family life; volunteering in her 
neighborhood, children’s school and swim team.  She was the  
editor of the neighborhood newsletter, drawing upon her studies 
of marketing and advertising. After the remodel was complete and 
we got to know one another, Laurie joined the team to fill in some 
gaps in the office and with marketing.  The dream team was now 
complete.   
  
After 10 years in business, there’s much to reflect on. Here’s a few 
questions Patty took the time to answer to provide some insights. 
 

Once the idea of having your own remodeling company began to 
take hold, how long was the journey from mere ideas/dreams to 
the reality of River Oak Cabinetry & Design opening its doors?  

You could say we started the business fairly quickly or that it was 
25 years in the making! For 25 years, all our friends would suggest 
that we start our own business with Patty designing and Leo in-
stalling. But, with the raising of children and the craziness of life, 
starting that venture was too daunting.  When Leo decided it was 
time to part ways with the other remodeling firm, that’s when we 
started seriously hatching our plan for River Oak Cabinetry &    
Design.  The plans took about a year. We had to find showroom 
space, hire a cabinet designer, choose the cabinet lines we wanted 
to represent, design the showroom and then order all materials 
and put the showroom together.  One of the keys to opening the 
business was hiring a good cabinet designer that had a vast 

Happy Anniversary to River Oak Cabinetry!  
September 9, 2019 marked ten years in business. 
  
River Oak Cabinetry opened its doors during an interesting econ-
omy; one that had just endured a couple years recession and 
showing signs of recovering, albeit slowly.  It was important to set 
expectations for ourselves and high standards of customer ser-
vice for our prospective clients.  Homeowners were ready to 
again invest financially and emotionally in their homes, but need-
ed to feel abundantly secure in the decision and investment. 
  
Prior to opening our doors, Patty and Leo had rich experience in 
careers related to the home.  After meeting Patty during their 
studies at NIU, Leo began his construction career.  For 25 plus 
years, he ran his own company, River Oak Builders.  He was a 
carpenter subcontractor with a large, high end remodeler in the 
Chicagoland area.  Patty obtained her business degree from NIU 
and was employed as a manager at Walter E Smithe, then worked 
as a Realtor for Coldwell Banker in Naperville.  All the while, Patty 
and Leo busied themselves with work and raising their family.   
  
Leo continued with his own company. Patty took an interest and 
a position with a kitchen and bath showroom in the western sub-
urbs where she and Kevin Sommers were coworkers. 
  
Kevin Sommers entered the world of kitchen cabinetry and de-
sign through Menards after obtaining a business degree with a 
minor in art.  The experience and interests gained through his 
employment at Menards, brought him to a kitchen and bath 
showroom in the western suburbs.  There he worked with home-
owners as well as contractors and home builders.  His natural 



knowledge of cabinetry.  We were so lucky to have met Kevin and had him agree to come on board with us. 
 

Why did you choose the name River Oak Cabinetry & Design? 
I grew up in Calumet City where many public places use the name River Oaks.  My Mom worked at the River Oaks mall when I was a child, 
and my first job was at the River Oaks mall as well.  My brother’s first job was at River Oaks Ford.  Then, when Leo and I moved to our Na-
perville home in 1986, the subdivision was named River Oaks!  It just seemed a name destined to be in our lives forever.  
 

How did your first remodel as River Oak Cabinetry & Design go? Was there a learning curve? 
From the start, all of our jobs have gone pretty smoothly due to proper planning. Since Leo had 25 years of doing the actual work under his 
belt, that aspect of the business was the easiest.  The most difficult part was putting systems into place for contracts, paperwork, account-
ing, etc. 
 

What is your recipe for success? 
Details, details! Detailed plans, detailed quotes, detailed scheduling, attention to details when installing the product. Also, our selection of 
subcontractors that we work with.  We hear it all the time – all of the people you work with are so kind, conscientious, neat, respectful…. 
 

Has there been a trend in your remodeling career that you miss? 
I think there is less variety in the designs that we do as of late.  With the popularity of white paint, white quartz with grey veining, shaker 
doors, we don’t get to work outside the box as much as we used to. 
 

Has there been a trend in your remodeling career that you hope never returns? 
Golden oak cabinets, arched doors, laminate tops.  I don’t miss these  

Instructions 
Preheat oven to 350. 
Combine the ground meat with the eggs and spices. Put 1/3 of it on a baking pan and 
make an 7 x 10 inch rectangle. Put a layer of pepperoni in the middle. Put the mozzarella 
on top of the pepperoni. Cover the sides and top of the mozzarella with more pepperoni. 
Use the rest of the ground meat to encase the cheese and pepperoni. Put the remaining 
pepperoni on the outside of the meatloaf. (I like to top the meatloaf with sauce for baking 
as well) 
 

Bake for 40-50 minutes or until the meat is 160 on a meat thermometer.  Let the meatloaf 
rest for 10 minutes before slicing.  Enjoy! 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO RIVER OAK CABINETRY! cont’d from front page 

DECIDEDLY DELICIOUS:  CHEESE STUFFED PIZZA MEATLOAF   

Ahhhh Autumn.  This season conjures many comforting images from cozy throws, falling leaves, pumpkin every-
thing….and of course our dinner choices.  This recipe is tried and true.  It’s low carb having no breadcrumbs and 
the meat is moist and tender; cheese is gooey deliciousness.  Great leftovers too! 

Ingredients 
2.5 - 3 lb ground turkey or beef 
2 eggs 
1 tbsp each:  dried garlic powder onion powder, minced garlic, minced onion 
2 tsp each:  dried basil parsley, oregano, salt 
16 oz mozzarella cheese cut in half lengthwise to make two approx. 2 x 2 x 6 in pieces 
5 oz pepperoni slices 
 

Pasta sauce to serve 

Sourced from joyfilledeats.com 



ROBUST DESIGN IN WOODS OF RIVER MIST 

Captivating, warm, stylish...on point...personalized….the list can go on and on to describe this kitchen.  The homeowners 
had a distinct design they were going for to create a kitchen of their dreams.  And voila! Here it is! 
 

A few of the design elements not to be missed are the combination of open and closed shelving, walnut backed  
cabinetry, glass inserts and the walnut wood accents in both the mantle and island.  Additionally, you’ll notice the white 
subway tile reaches the ceiling on all the walls where cabinetry is present. The home’s ceilings are at nine feet, so seeing 
the subway tile above the cabinetry or shelving is a nice finishing touch, especially once highlighted by the accent 
lighting. 
 

The cabinetry itself is our Amish custom line.  The wood is maple and is finished with onyx colored paint.  The cabinet 
style is flush inset doors and drawers.  All the cabinets and drawers are equipped with soft close hinges and the cabinets 
have roll out shelves. 
 

These homeowners definitely have a knack with their décor and design ideas. They 
sourced their aged brass cabinet hardware from Restoration Hardware, and utilized 
existing stylish lighting from pre-renovation. 
 

The countertops are made of quartz.  Specifically, they are Global Marble & Stone 
from the Italia Collection.  The color is San Remo and is a grey-veined, warm toned 
white stone with an A great product with perfect design attributes. 
 

The brick structure enclosing the range was professionally painted to lend a different  
aesthetic to the space.  Additional upgrades to the cooking area are the walnut man-
tle piece and decorative tile back splash in the cooking alcove.  Additionally the home-
owners sourced the hand forged looking hardware for the mantelpiece.   
 

The results of this remodel are truly stunning.  The combination of enthusiastic deci-
sive homeowners, and River Oak’s design/management/installation expertise, this 
remodel is a feast for the eyes as well as a highly functional space for decades to 
come. 

This Franke  granite sink has two basins,  one 
side a disposal.  This sink has options for 
custom accessories.  The stainless steel roller 
mat sits atop the basin for drying dishes, or 
straining washed produce. The roller can also 
sit on the countertop as a trivet.  It easily 
rolls up and can be stored away quite easily. 
The cutting board  is solid wood  and creates 
a second work space for ease in the kitchen. 
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A kitchen or bath remodeling project isn’t just a job. It’s an emotional journey—one 
that should begin with partners you trust.  
 

With a work ethic based on respect and design expertise rooted in creativity, River 
Oak Cabinetry & Design offers the perfect balance of practicality and originality. 
 

It’s this real world understanding of how design relates to execution that  
inspires the entire River Oak Cabinetry & Design family. 
 

With 100% client satisfaction and an A-rating at Angie’s List, you can be  
confident that River Oak Cabinetry will treat you with the care and respect that you 
deserve. 
 

 

Call us today for your free  
design consultation. 

 


